
The County council encourages to start producing seaweed in the sea. 
The county council arranged on Wednesday a dialog seminar in Kristiansund, where growing and 

producing seaweed and kelp were discussed. The basis for the meeting was a report made by Sintef 

on the possibilities for this kind of cultivation. 130 people had registered to participate in the 

seminar.  

More than the county had hoped for. 

The potential of growing seaweed and kelp is big, but relatively new in Norway. When the producers 

want to apply for a permission for sea cultivation, the application is normally sent to the county 

council, but for the time being the application has to be sent to the Ministry of Fisheries. There are 

yet no laws for aquaculture of seaweed yet. 

Senior advisor in the ministry, Marius Dalen, said that the interest for cultivation of kelp has 

increased a lot in the last years. 

 - In the beginning the applications were for smaller areas, but suddenly they became much bigger. 

We see a larger focus on this and the ministry receives more and more requests, Dalen said. 
 

Experience 
Even if the aquaculture of seaweed and kelp is a new thing in Norway, harvesting certainly is not. 

Algea AS in Kristiansund have been doing this for 80 years. The general manager, Ottorino Biondi, 

was at the seminar to inform about the companies activities. This is a growing business that can be 

the future of the region. 

Biondi said in his presentation,  Algea is owned by the Italian company Valagro, Seaweed and kelp 

harvested by the company is sold to other producers. 98% of what is harvested on the coast is sold 

abroad. 

 - We are competitive in a very tough marked. The important thing is to have internal cost control. 

The challenges are many and there are many different regulations around the world, Biondi said.  

He underlined also the importance of cooperation with other companies in the same business. 

 - We want partnership, not only limited to our suppliers. We need to work together in order to be 

present in the market. 
 

Wants trial plants 
Bengt Endreseth from the county council was pleased with the attendance. 

 - These are new resources we can make use of, this can be our new «clippfish»business. We can take 

a leading role in the country, Endreseth is saying ot Tidens Krav. 

 - How can we get started, who will make the first move? 

This seminar will not be a single event. This is a part of the county councils strategy. In the seminar 

there are present a interdisciplinary business. Now we need to test this in the sea, and make a trial 

plant. 

Endreseth says that withe the financial support from the County Council, the Research Council and 

other such authorities it is possible to make such a plant. In case it will be a plant far out in the sea 

where the access to areas are largely available. 
 

 


